NOBEL
too highly praised/' He was also naturally attracted by Rydberg's
lofty idealism. When, however, he was approached in connection
with a memorial to the great poet, he demurred, in accordance
with a principle to which he generally adhered. " As a rule," he
wrote, " I prefer to consider the bellies of the living when they are
empty rather than to feast the eyes of the departed with memorials ;
for even if we believe in the soul as an independent personality, it is
highly doubtful whether it has eyes. Nevertheless, I shall waive
my prejudice and subscribe three hundred crowns. There are
writers whose works are a memorial, and they need none other.
Such a writer is Rydberg, whose poems express both nobility of
spirit and beauty of form/'
Shortly before his death he again took up the pen of the writer.
As has been related, he had lost the great cordite case in 1895, in
circumstances which had aroused public opinion in England, He
decided, in his bitterness of heart, to write a satiric comedy in
English, with the case as its theme. The title is
The Patent Bacillus
Comedy in      Acts
•   Brown versus Adam and Pluton, servants of the Crown
Miss Lux, Counsel for the Plaintiff
Mr. Right, Solicitor for the Plaintiff
The Attorney General, Counsel for the Defendant
The Solicitor General, Solicitor for the Defendant
before Mr. Justice Haze.
It is unlikely that Nobel was acquainted with the comedies of
Aristophanes; but his effort has a stylistic affinity with them, and
just as Aristophanes is more or less unintelligible to a person who is
unfamiliar with the politics of the Athens of the period of Aristo-
phanes, so Nobel's comedy is entirely unintelligible to anybody not
conversant with the facts of the cordite case* Nobel of course,
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